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Fads in Cure-Alls 


Drug manufacturers are prema- 
turely cashing in on new “cold 
cures”, and big advertising cam- 
paigns are being launched which 
are misleading and sometimes even 
vicious in their false claims for 
new drugs. 


These new products, advertising 
their anti-histamine base, were de- 
veloped after surveys revealed 
many persons having cold symp- 
toms are so afflicted because of 
allergies. The anti-histamines pre- 
viously had been used with some 
limited success in treating hay- 
fever and other allergic manifes- 
tations. But medical authorities 
are warning against the new 
drugs that “treat colds” by only 
affecting allergy symptoms. There 
is as yet no cure for the common 
cold. The Chicago Sun-Times re- 
ported that authoritative medical 
opinion warned that these drugs 
often caused dizziness, nausea, 
headaches and general nervous ten- 
sions. Yet the ads say the new 
cures are safe even for children! 
As has happened with other pro- 
ducts in the past, these drugs are 
being rushed to market before suf- 
ficient study and observation has 
been made of their effects on the 
human system. Medical observers 
were convinced that a protracted 
use of these drugs might bring 
serious and lasting injury, that it 
is too soon to have determined what 
their after-effects would be. 


All of this is but a part of the 
racketeering of t'e publie in drug 
and vitamin products by impor- 
tant but unscrupulous elements in 
the drug and patent medicine field. 
If the truth were known, the pub- 
lie would be amazed at the small 
scientific value to be found in hun- 
dreds of well-known products. For 
instance, many leading scientists 
are very skeptical of much of the 
vitamin feeding today. There are, 
of course, pathological conditions 
that require auviliary vitamin 
feeding. But one scientific body 


has recently published findings in 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





HE PERFECT GIFT: For those who are hurried, have little time 
to shop and a limited budget, yet like to give presents that are 
unique, meaningful, Between The Lines offers the perfect gift solution. 
For those who are hurried, have little time to read, yet are courageous 
thinkers wanting “to keep up with things”, Between The Lines makes 
the perfect gift! And remember in such a gift you are increasing 
the scope and influence of Christian thought in America. How could 
you accomplish more for so little! Send in your gift list now with 
$1 for each name and we will mail an attractive Christmas gift card 
in your name announcing each gift subscription. Help us make this 
Christmas a period of great growth for Between The Lines — and for 
this fellowship of truth. 











X-Ray and Foreeast 
ONOPOLY CRISIS: The fight against monopolistic growth in 


America is reaching a crucial stage, results of which will affect all 
of us. The war greatly increased growth of big business, while stiffling 
little business, for modern war is the friend of the huge industrial com- 
bines and the enemy of the little people. 


Former Attorney General Tom Clark, while head of the Dept. of 
Justice, issued a statement to the N. Y. Bar Ass’n last January in which 
he said that the growth of monopoly even since World War I had reach- 
ed the place that one-tenth of one per cent of all reporting corporations 
owned 52 per cent of the assets of all, that one-tenth of one per cent of 
the ownership received about 50 per cent of the net income of all corpora- 
tions; that, of all manufacturing corporations reporting, less than 4 per 
cent earned 84 per cent of the net profits of all. Mr. Clark added that 
the immense increase in American production through World War I, 
instead of greatly widening the participation in industrial production 
as normally should have been the case, had chiefly centered in the mon- 
opoly groups so that one-tenth of one per cent of the reporting corpora- 
tions still owned over 52 per cent of all assets, — but with the production 
quotient of the 52 per cent vastly evpanded and that only 8 per cent 
of American corporations now control 91 per cent of the assets of all 
corporations. With all the increase of production and capacity, 17 
per cent of the business organizations in the country went out of exist- 
ence during World War II. According to Carroll Kilpatrick, writing 
in the Progressive, what is still more startling is that 5 per cent of the 
largest corporations became the employers of 25 per cent of all the work- 
ers who before the war were employed by the other 95 per cent of the 
corporations. 


MONOPOLY GROUPS TRY TO JUSTIFY this situation by 
their familiar publicity on wide public ownership of corporation stock. 
Yet as Mr. Clark also pointed out in the above report, 78 per cent of the 
dividends reported by individuals went to only three-tenths of one per cent 
of our population. Let us take a typical case where a large monopoly 
claims it is just a business owned “by the people”, — the great American 
telephone monopoly, the A. T. & T. This corporation like others has, 
through large ads, insisted that it is owned by “thousands of little peo- 
ple” Yet in a recent issue of the telephone workers news bulletin, 
A. T. & T. accountants had broken down this facade of public participa- 
tion. There are 27 million shares outstanding. Of this stock 22 per cent 
is distributed among the 74 per cent of the smaller shareholders and the 
top wealthier 26 per cent hold 77 per cent of all stock, and the top 6 per 

(continued on next page) 


Americans All 

Citizenship Restored: When 
Americans of Japanese ancestry 
from the West Coast were placed 
in concentration camps at the be- 
ginning of the war, about 4,000 
of them renounced their American 
citizenship after becoming bitter 
and disillusioned by the treatment 
they received and coming under 
the severe pressure of pro-Japanese 
groups in the segregation centers. 
It has been established in court 
hearings that these renunciations 
came after ruthless and sometimes 
violent pressures and, coupled with 
the natural heartbreak of their own 
personal circumstances, did not 
represent a fair and just expres- 
sion of their sentiments. A San 
Francisco Court of Appeals recent- 
ly granted the appeals of three of 
these citizens who asked for restor- 
ation of their citizenship. This 
court, presided over by Chief Judge 
William Denman, bitterly de- 
nounced Lieut. Gen. John L. 
DeWitt for his order of May, 1942, 
placing in concentration camps all 
persons on the Pacifie Coast of 
Japanese blood regardless of cit- 
izenship and made it clear that in 
the judgment of the court all 4,000 
were entitled to reclaim their cit- 
izenship. The Dept. of Justice in 
Washington has announced they 
would not contest these appeals, 
nor ask the Supreme Court of the 
U. S. to review the order of the 
San Francisco court. Thus the 
gate is now wide open for all who, 
under the duress or hysteria of 
war, renounced their citizenship to 
secure the restoration of same by 
application to the courts. By one 
more step the nation seeks to undo 
the harm and shame done to thou- 
sands of her citizens during the 
period of war’s madness and in- 
justice. 


Negro travelers boarding the 

big through-line trains leaving the 
g 

Pennsylvania Station for many 
points in the South have until re- 
cently had to move forward to the 
. — oe >) M4 
segregated “Jim Crow” sections of 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Fads in Cure-Alls 
(continued) 
its bulletin that too many vita- 
can easily be harmful to 
children. Dr. John Caffey in a 
paper before the Roentgen Ray 
Society said that “the hazards of 
vitamin A poisoning from routine 
feeding of concentrates A and D 
to healthy children greater 
than the hazards of vitamin defi- 


mins 


are 


ciency. 

And the Bacteriological Review 
has recently pointed out that com- 
mon childhood diseases are no more 
prevalent among the poorly fed 
than the more favored youngsters 
who are stuffed regularly with cod 
liver oil, vitamins and_ spinach. 
Well-fed adults also eatch as many 
colds as the underfed, underprivi- 


leged. It is even reported that 
some viruses grow better in the 
systems of healthy folks than 
among serawny ill-fed neighbors 
aeross the tracks! Doctors have 


puzzled for years over the fact that 
polio seems to prefer the well- 
nourished youngsters. So we will 
likely see a great many revisions 
of current health principles — al- 
though such revisions will be great- 
ly slowed down by the bloekades 
which commercial drug and food 
products will throw in the path of 
any new knowledge that will 
threaten profits. The best health 
law now seems to be the simplest 
— eat rather sparingly of a good 
variety of foods with emphasis on 
what you like best and keep busy 
yourself 


and keep your mind off 


and your troubles. 





LATEST CRACK about self- 
effacing Mr. Attlee of Britain: “An 
empty cab drove up to Parliament 
and out stepped Attlee.” 


Americans All 
(continued) 
the train when the southern rail- 
ways took over the coaches after 
Washington. Then the 
Pennsylvania Railroad announced 


leaving 


that they would no longer cooper- 
ate with segregation arrangements 
— in the past they had endeavored 
to place the trains 
made up in New York in such sece- 
tions as would make the shift to 
“Tim Crow” ears as 


Negroes on 


easy as pos- 
sible. But now all such plans have 
been dropped and the Pennsylvania 
rail- 
longer require the 


is assured that the southern 
wavs will no 

enforcement of “Jim Crow” regu- 
lations when the through trains hit 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line. 
It is understood that plans 


would be made to protect Negroes 


also 


from any local attempts to enforce 
segregation, as through trains enter 
still under segrega- 
tion controls. PRR officials state 
that they are happy to be free to 
give travelers whatever space and 


areas severe 


trains, 
without regard to color or race. 


service they pay for on 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


cent of these wealthier stock owners own over 50 per cent of all stock and 
receive over half of the income. Still more revealing: the three largest 
shareholders of the top 6 per cent are three large Wall St. investment 
houses! Another myth persuasively presented by such groups is that of 
employee ownership of corporation stock. There are, for instance, 660,000 
Bell employees. Of these only 50,000 own any stock, — about one sev- 
enteenth of the entire employee body. Total holdings by employees are 
only 750,000 shares or only about 3 per cent of stock outstanding. While 
no breakdown on the percentage owned by the highest salaried employees 
is available, it is only reasonable to assume that an overwhelming amount 
of the employee-owned stock centers with those who have the largest 
margins of income. 

ONLY FRINGE: It is a fine thing to have stocks owned widely 
by employees and public, but it is clear that while there is distributed 
public ownership at the fringe, — the profits and controls rest in the 
nerve centers of corporate wealth and not with the people. Scores of stud- 
ies of the interlacing directorates of our giant monopolies further rein- 
force the significant and dangerous fact that we are not moving toward 
a greater economic democracy but towards some inevitable form of state 
control. When another depression starts to break, we believe the people 
will refuse to abide by the fateful decisions of a few dozen men at the 
top of this pyramid whose very nod will throw so many millions out of 
work — and start our whole economy stumbling to its downfall. When 
our economy was widely diffused, when there were millions of independ- 
ent operators living close to the ground with small manageable economic 
units of production and distribution both in industry and agriculture, it 
is obvious that our economy could be much more stable and secure. How 
strange that those at the top do not realize that — in the interests of 
protecting our economic pyramid — free enterprise must be maintained 
on the widest possible basis at the bottom. Is it because they do not be- 
lieve in democracy, — economic or otherwise? 


EVERY MOVE of the Government to discourage monopolistic 
growth and control is fought by the big business voices through press 
and radio with the ery “The Government is persecuting business.” Such 
an attitude reveals either a frank opposition to democratic progress or 
an ineredible economie adolescence on the part of top business leaders. 
Keep in mind that the efforts of the Government to break up monopolies 
or restrain their abuses originate in repeated insistent complaints from 
smaller business men who have been squeezed out or seriously threatened 
by the illegal, unjust and unwarranted manipulations of the strong against 
the weak. 


LD AND NEW CASES: The Government has already completed 

eases and won court judgements against several large monopolies, 
such as the Associated Press, Standard Oil (Calif.), the five largest 
motion picture corporations, the Big Three tobacco corporations, — and 
others. The Government is now cracking down on several of the largest 
investment houses in Wall St. for restraining trade in investment se- 
curities: the shoe machine monopoly (United), the Big Four of the pack- 
ing industry, Western Electrie and A. T. & T., as well as the du Pont 
empire and the A. & P. The giant corporations, alarmed by this concert 
of Government action, are preparing to bring enormous pressure on Con- 
gress to stop this “persecution of business by government.” They are 
spending millions of dollars on ads, pamphlets and broadeasts to befuddle 
the public mind on the issue, to make the little grocery man, wholesaler 
and merchant feel that HE is the one who is being threatened instead of 
these who have wrecked, squeezed out and absorbed thousands of 
little businesses — as the Government is prepared to prove in court, as 
it has proved repeatedly in the past. 





HE HIDDEN HAND: (We report on the political, not the religious 

activities of the Roman Catholic Church. Between The Lines ab- 
hors all intolerance and would not speak critically of any man’s spiritual 
faith or religion. But when an ecclesiastical system engages in pol.tical and 
diplomatic action and agitation, that system has descended from the sanc- 
tuary of religion and must accept the same evaluation of its deeds as any 
other worldly force). Because of Catholic pressure on chan- 
the Roman Catholie Church role in world polities is seldom 
visible to the publie eye. 
the Catholic Church poses as the world bulwark against communism, the 
church is now caught in a desperate struggle with communism WITHIN 
itself. Though the Vatican tabulates Italy as about 99 per cent Catholic 
— about one third of the people of I‘aly openly voted Communist in the 
last election! That means that about 9 million Catholics were perfectly 
willing to vote Communist right under the nose of the Pope. 

(continued on next page) 


news 
nels, 


For instance, few Amerieans realize that. while 


Model for World 


If you are discouraged and fear 
nothing can be done about our 
hectic and disorderly industrial 
labor relations, go to your public 
library and ask for the new book, 
“Sweden: Model for a World” by 
Hudson Strode (Harcourt, Brace, 
$5). Because Sweden is a small 
compact country, sociologists have 
long held that it has become an 
experimental ground whereby the 
rest of the world may see the di- 
rection in which we all may go. 
Mr. Strode in his new volume 
points to the fact that democracy 
has become an economie triumph in 
Sweden, where there is no poverty, 
no slums and no hungry or under- 
privileged classes. The 
democratie or Labor Party rules 


social 


the government and is as large as 
all the other parties 
Welfare projects and government 


combined. 
ownership have gone far, but not 
too far, according to the author. 
Sweden apparently has arrived at 
just about the right mixture of 
socialism and capitalism to suit 
the needs and tastes of the people 
and “as practiced in Sweden, so- 
cialism means little more than so- 
cial security, a good standard of 
living for the workers, an oppor- 
tunity for the clever of any back- 
ground to 
wealth, and a_ social structure 
where ability and achievement 
supersede financial rating as cri- 
teria.” The author also makes a 
strong case for the consumers’ co- 
operatives, which have reached a 
high state of development in Swe- 
den’s economic life. The 
manufacture everything imagin- 
able and run department. stores, 
retail chains, architectural and 
housing projects and great insur- 
ance companies. 


rise to independent 


Co-Ops 


“Tt is largely due 


to the material benefits and the 
moral influence of the coopera- 
tives,’ states the author, “that 


there are no slums nor sordid pov- 
erty.” However, in spite of this 
achievement, the handle 
only 15 per cent of the total retail 
turnover and only 25 per cent of 
the food. The Swedish public 
health system has become a model 
of efficiency and scientific care of 
a nation’s well-being, with no in- 
fringement on either the patients’ 
or the doctors’ rights, — which we 
hear so loudly proclaimed as the 
threat of all state-administered 
health measures in America at the 
present time. 

If you are tired of the propa- 
ganda and warped r-porting on 
many of these measures, ask your 
library for this book. Tf they do 
not have it, they should be elad 
to secure it for it is worth while 
reading in any community. 


co-ops 


Housing Solutions: A croup of 


American legislators are visiting 


Sweden for the purpose of study- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Model for World 


(continued) 
ing the Co-op Housing System, 
which has so successfully solved 
the drastic housing shortage suf- 
fered in that small democracy as 


elsewhere in the world. Their 
highly successful housing program 
has provided thousands of Swedish 
families with low-cost housing, yet 
it has been achieved on a sound 
financial basis that meets the re- 
quirements of full-fledged capital- 
ism with adequate returns for in- 
vestment and at the same time 
the production of these 
units down to a rental or purchas- 
ing cost within the range of the 
wage Our con- 
gressmen recognize that some such 
ly 


brings 


lower incomes. 


ition will have to be worked out 
in this country if 


SO 
we are to meet 
the need of over 43 per cent of our 
people whose incomes run between 
$2,000 and $3,000 a vear or less. 


Behind The Curtain 

Newsmen penetrating the iron 
curtain tell of the strenuous efforts 
by the Communists to win the sup- 
port of the worker and labor pop- 
ulation of such countries as Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria, ete. Among the 
benefits the Communists are em- 
phasizing are completely free medi- 
cal services for the worker and his 
family with insurance to 
cover pensions and death compen- 
sation to widows and children and 
other health and sickness protec- 
tion. Rent is fixed by law according 
to income and runs well under the 
20 per cent usually considered a 
fair proportion of the monthly 
Al] education is free, pro- 


social 


wage. 
fessional as well as elementary, and 
efforts are made to increase the en- 
rollment of 
the 


sche ui Is. 


workers’ children in 
and professional 
Much more of an effort is 
made to promote the ambition of 
children to prepare for 
professional careers, than that of 
the offspring of intelligentsia. <A 
youth whose parent was not of the 
worker class does not have much 
opportunity to secure the favors 
offered by the new state. Elaborate 
vacation provisions are also made 


technical 


we yrkers’ 


much of in the new Communist 
regimes. Fabulous seaside and 


mountain resorts, the former habi- 
tats of the aristoeracy, are now 
open to workers for their paid va- 
cation periods. There they may 
loaf in tile swimming 
pools, e-quisite night clubs, state- 


elaborate 


controlled easinos, where the aris- 
tocracy formerly loitered away 
their time. All charges for serv- 
ices and pleasures afforded on these 
vacations are on a very low scale 
of cost compared to the worker’s 
On the other hand, living 
eosts are very high and were it not 
that the worker could eat and often 
feed his family at state-controlled 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


salary. 








TAGGING THE ROAD HOG 




















A 


<. 

We mustn’t say business is bad ’cause it’s big. 

It’s only when bigness behaves like a pig 
And roars down the middle, regardless of size. 

“What’s wrong about that, — ain’t it free enterprise?” 
“It’s real competition — they all had a chance, 

Some get in there first and some hang by their pants.” 
But if we have highways that’s fit to be seen 








The law’s for both flivver and big limousine. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


COMMUNIST STRENGTH IN ITALY is not waning as Ameri- 
can Catholic leaders like to imply by discounting what happened at the 
last election. Newsmen returning from Italy report that communism not 
only maintained its strength, but is gaining. When the Communist 
leaders announced last July that membership of the Italian Communist 
party had reached two and a quarter million, the figures were accepted 
without dispute which makes Italy — the home of Roman Catholicism — 
also the home of the biggest Communist party outside of Russia! 

Thus, while the Roman Catholic Church speaks of itself as the 
world bulwark against communism, historians and diplomats agree that Italy 
would have gone Communist in the last election if money and influence had 
not been poured in from outside — from Protestant America! 


ITALIAN COMMUNISTS ARE CONFIDENT and feel that 
time is on their side, because the present Vatican-supported Italian 
government, which our State Dept. and American tax dollars helped to 
elect, has not carried out the land and tax reforms that were promised. 
This failure is due to the grip maintained on the inner workings of the 
government by the old Fascist aristocracy, so closely bound to the Vati- 
can and once the main supports of Mussolini. 

U.S. MILITARY STRATEGISTS are worried about Communist 
strength in Italy because, in case of war, Russia would promptly overrun 
Yugo-Slavia and, with the cooperation of a large Communist party, 
pour into Italy. Russian air and submarine power would then control 
the Mediterranean and Near East from the Italian peninsula. 


THE VATICAN TRIED to lessen the serious outward aspects 
of this Communist plight within the church by the recent excommunica- 
tion proclamation in which the Pope decreed that all Communists would 
be denied the rights and sacraments of the church. Great fanfare was 
given in America to this move of the Pope, but the excommunication 
law has been largely ignored and by-passed in the Italian churches — 
and elsewhere in Europe with the infinite accommodation and subterfuge 
so familiar and traditional in Catholic practices. As Harvard’s professor 
of Italian history, 8. Stuart Hughes, points out in the Progressive (Nov.) 

(continued on next page) 








Behind The Curtain 


(continued) 

restaurants where he works, it 
would be very hard for him to 
make ends meet without resorting 
to the black market. But the iron 
curtain countries are desperately 
trying to win the loyal support of 
the workers to make up for the ex- 
treme bitterness and desperate anx- 
ieties that prevail in the middle 
and higher classes of society, where 
so many thousands have been 
snatched from their homes and 
thrust into concentration camps to 
guarantee the continuation of the 
regime without any “counter-revo- 
lutionary activities.” 


FROM MOSCOW: Members of 


the Soviet Army Headquarters 
Staff were discussing the best 


ways to deliver the atom bomb to 
the U. S.. The general in charge 
of guided missiles said, “In case 
of war we must immediately load 
nine atom bombs in nine warheads 
of long-range missiles and point 
them at nine strategic American 
centers and let ’em go.” The gen- 
eral in charge of the Red Air 
Force said, “That is no good; the 
missiles aren’t reliable enough.” 
He suggested that nine A bombs 
should be loaded in nine regular 
air-borne bombs and dropped di- 
rectly on the targets. Next the 
general in‘charge of fifth-column 
activity said, “That’s no good. 
Russian bombers aren’t reliable 
enough. We must get nine good 
agents, give them nine good atom 
bombs in nine good suiteases to be 
planted in nine highly strategic 
areas.” But the officer in charge 
of the home front cried, “That’s 
impossible. Where can we get nine 
good suitcases?” 


For Soviet Children: Other re- 
ports reveal Russia’s efforts to in- 
troduce moral lessons into chil- 
dren’s periodicals. For some time 
Soviet leaders have expressed con- 
cern over the lack of moral teach- 
ing in their school system. In the 
past when the church controlled 
all spiritual instruction this was 
included in the state school eur- 
riculum. But after the revolution 
the Godless program swept all 
this out. Now for nearly thirty 
years Soviet youth has been with- 
out moral and spiritual instruction 
except that given within. the home. 
Of course, with over 50 million 
Russians still belonging to some 
religious group. millions of Soviet 
citizens have had some spiritual 
training because of belonging to 
Christian homes. But Soviet offi- 
cialdom evidencing a 
growing realization of the need for 
moral training in rearing depend- 
able and responsible citizens. 

The N. Y. Times observer in 
Moscow recently chil- 


has been 


reviewed 


dren’s publications that featured 


articles pivoting on some moral les- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Behind The Curtain 


(continued) 
son. While there is no teaching 
of God or ereed, numerous stories 
and parables picture the need of 
working together in Good will and 
kindliness that all might cooperate 
to make a better world. “Good- 
ness” is pictured as a state of lov- 
ing, helpful cooperation toward 
one’s friends and neighbors; “evil” 
is pictured as the trend to be un- 
kind and unhelpful. But these et- 
forts reveal the difficulty of teach- 
ing morality without a background 
of divine law. Students of Soviet 
predict that 
religious 


inevitably 
elements of faith will 
soon begin to appear in such pro- 
aimed at the character- 
training of youth. 

Atomic Clouds: This Newslet- 
ter has frequently expressed the be- 
lief that the Russians were thor- 
eapable of reaching full 
development far more 
quickly and capably than popular 
propaganda in this country seem- 
ed to imply. The world was star- 
tled at the announcement that the 
Soviet had achieved the manufac- 
ture of atomie weapons, this an- 


culture 


grams 


oughly 
atomic 


nouncement coming two or three 
years sooner than had been antici- 
pated by top political and 
military prophets. Yet 
circles that 
sians not only have a 


our 
scientific 
the Rus- 
bomb but 
are working on advance theories of 


now report 


applying atomic energy to warfare 
that American 
military atomic experiments. It is 
believed, according to the Interna- 
tional Committee for the Study of 
European Questions, a 


partially bypass 


group of 
scientists and observers reporting 
to the ministers of the 
Western that the 
Soviet is trying to produce “atomic 
clouds” for 


foreign 
Democracies, 
use against enemy 


troops. These “atomie clouds” of 
radioactive substances would be of 
such a nature as to destroy the 
lives of human beings over a wide 
area without the destruction of in- 
dustrial property, the 
atomic bomb cannot do, which is 


something 


the handicap of such atomie bomb 
attacks as that at Hiroshima. Such 
a cloud could be used upon either 
military personnel or upon indus- 
trial cities, destroying all human 
life, but leaving all equipment in- 
tact and capable of being restored 
to usefulness decontamina- 
tion. The Committee said that 
Soviet scientific journals indicate 
that the Russians are convinced 
that it is technically possible to 
produce such clouds by allowing 
different kinds of gas to 
through atomic piles and by con- 
centrating 


after 


pass 


this gas afterwards 
under Production of 
such clouds, the report added, does 
not give rise to explosions and we 


pressure. 


would, therefore, not be aware of 


their production for they could not 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


about all the proclamation really did was to give the Communists them- 
selves a sharper propaganda line in their appeal to the masses of iim- 
poverished Italian workers and landless peasants. The church is now 
accused more emphatically than ever of disassociating itself from the 
hopes and aims of these lower classes and identifying itself with the 
old feudal economic tyrannies. 


UT EXCOMMUNICATION is an old story to the Italians who re- 

member that practically all of their great patriots such as Garibaldi, 
Mazzini, Count Cavour, and Massimo d’Azeglio were excommunicated. 
The Vatican for centuries tried to keep Italy weak and divided into sep- 
arate independent provinces so the Vatican alone would be the power 
of Italy. When the movement for Italian independence began, all the 
patriotie Italian leaders — most of whom had been Catholics — were 
excommunicated along with the thousands of their followers. In 1870 
when Rome itself was finally taken away from the Vatican, the Pope 
in a vulgar tirade excommunicated all who had had any part in the 
uniting and frecing of Italy! As Mario Rossi stated, in reviewing these 
matters in the Sept. 10th issue of The Nation, “the only prominent Ital- 
ian statesman of the past 100 years who was not excommunicated was 
Mussolini!” 

THE CHURCH IN EASTERN EUROPE faces the same Com- 
munist threat within itself. In the satellite countries where the Roman 
Cathloie Church has been traditionally dominant, — Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Hungary, ete., — there are great numbers of Catholics who are 
members of both the church and the Communist party. Millions of other 
Catholies are actually sympathetie with the Communist program because 
of past oppressions of the old feudal aristocracies who were part and 
parcel of the church itself. 

Catholics in this country have frequently denounced the evil 
subversion of the church’s forees through the “Catholie Action Societies” 
organized by the Communists among the Young Catholics of Czecho- 
slovakia — a frank admission of the fact that Catholie youth have been 
High Cath- 
olie officials also have frequently denounced groups of priests for their 
cooperation with the Communists. Such countries as Poland, Czecho- 
and Bulgaria are almost as solidly Catholic as Italy, 
and though Communist tyranny and oppression has fallen heavily upon 


drawn into the Communist camp in impressive numbers. 


slovakia, Hungary 


the upper and middle classes of these countries, — the mass of workers 
and landless peasants, also Catholics, have been the chief beneficiaries 
of the Communist movement and make up the strength of the Commu- 
nist organizations. 
AN IMPREGNABLE BULWARK against 
publie is made to believe, the Catholic 
Church is in the midst of a life and death struggle within itself against 
the Marxist revolution. 

Keep in mind also that where the Roman church is still dominant, 
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communism as the American 


such as Spain, Italy, Latin-America, Protestants ave persecuted and op- 
pressed by the Roman Catholic forces as sé verely as the Catholics are 
persecuted by the Communists. (BTL Mar. 22, May 10 and 24, Sept. 6, 
Noy. 22, all 1948). In the eastern satellite countries the 
are in a peculiarly difficult position. 


Protestants 
For generations in those countries 
the Protestants have been severely oppressed and harassed by the Cath- 
olie church, as long as it held major power in the government, in educa- 
tion, in polities or business. American Protestant visitors to Rumania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, ete., before the Communists came in, often found 
Protestant leaders in jail or driven into hiding by the oppressive meas- 
ures of the Catholic church. The Communists, in establishing their own 
tyranny, naturally broke the Catholic and so while 
Protestant? must endure Communist restrictions as all religion is brought 
under State eontrol, the Protestants are often more free today to carry 


controls now, 


on their work in the satellite countries than under the former tyranny 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. (See col. at left, The Meeting Place). 

Most of the Protestants are of the lower middle classes, — crafts- 
men and skilled workers; they are neither in the lower worker class where 
communism is strongest nor in the upper landed or industrial aristocracy 
where the Catholie chureh has maintained its political and economic 
anchorage. Thus when the heavy hand of communism falls upon the 
political and financial foices of these count ies, the Catholic Church be- 
comes the main target. If you will read thoroughly the news reports of 
“nersecution of Christianity in satellite countries” you will usually dis- 
cover the reports are chiefly concerned with the Catholie Church in its 
struggle to retain its vast land holdings, its control of education, the sup- 
port of the church and clergy by state tax money or the church’s monop- 
oly of marriage in which no marriage is recognized except when perform- 
ed as a sacrament of the Roman church. 


Behind The Curtain 


(continued) 
be registered by our instruments 
us were the recent atomic explo- 
sions in the U. S. S. R. 


The Meeting Place: About the 
only place where the people of all 
classes can meet on a common lev- 
el is in the churches. Naturally, 
the widespread oppression of the 
middle and upper classes has also 
struck at Christian espe- 
cially the Roman Catholies, as has 
been well reported in most news 

However, little is reach- 
American concern- 
ing the difference in the treatment 
of the Roman Catholies and Prot- 
estant groups in such countries as 
Bulgaria, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Ilungary, ete. While Protestants 
are also being curbed and many 
leaders who dare to speak out 
against the regime have been ar- 
rested, yet generally the Protest- 
ants aren’t curbed as long as they 
dowt clash with state interests. 
Thus reports indicate that 
Protestantism is carrying on with 
very little interruption, — except 
where Protestant leaders endeavor 
to maintain contact with foreign 
groups or their 
ganizations. 


groups, 


channels. 


ing the press 


many 


international or- 
The state authorities 
look with equal suspicion upon any 
outside contacts, whether main- 
tained by Catholie or these evan- 
gelicals. As you have seen in press 
reports, the Roman Catholies in 
Czechoslovakia have agreed to 
abide by the state regulations in 
return for continuation of state 
support for church and clergy. For 
many generations the state church 
in each of these countries (which 
has usually meant the Roman 
Catholic Church) has received 
most of its support from the state 
treasuries. The Communists have 
agreed now in Czechoslovakia to 
continue to pay the priests their 
salaries and otherwise support the 
church, provided the church will in 
turn respect the regulations of the 
state. However, the Protestant and 
Evangelical leaders have made it 
clear that they will not accept pay- 
ment from the state for pastors’ 
salaries, but will depend, as in the 
past, upon the free gifts of their 
people. Thus Protestantism con- 
tinues to maintain, even under these 
difficult and threatening circum- 
stances, a courageous ideal of sep- 
aration of church and state, that the 
spiritual interests of their people 
may be without obligation or bonds, 
except to God. 

FROM BULGARIA: © Sofia 
merchants have little ways of ex- 
pressing their 
sentiments. A 
displayed in 


anti-Communist 
druggist recently 
his window 
photos of leading local Communist 
officials placed around the usual 
large picture of Stalin. Dropped 
carelessly the sign: 


shop 


nearby 
“Fresh Leeches.” 


was 





